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February 9, 1983

Inspection Memo
to Coal File:

RE: Co-op t"lining ComPanY
Bear Canyon Minq
Acr/or5 tozs #rl
&rery County, Utah

The above noted mine was given a partial inspection on February 2, 1983 by
John l*ltritehead and Joe Flelfrich. The inspectors h/ere accompanied by Dennis
Whrite and I,'Iendell Gpen of Co-op Mining Conrpany. The purpose of Ehe inspection
was to follow up on Ehe abatement aetions which should have been underEaken
for N82-5-2-10 issued Decenber 16, L982.

The majority of the non-coal waste material deposited on the uppermosE pad
area which was Ehe subject of l{0V I of l0 had been removed. Due to partial
cmrpliance by the operator Ehis violation was extended to an abaEement
deadline of March I+, f983 to allow removal of the remaining non-coal wasEe.

Storage of mining equipnrent along Ehe main access road approximately L/4
mile down Ehe access road frour the scalehouse had noc been removed as required
in Lhe abatenenE actions of NOV 2, 4, and 8 of I0. A.c a result cessation
order 83-5-L-I+, parts 1, 2 and 4 were issued for failure to abate the
v io la t ions.

Perimeter markers which clearly delineated the perimeter of all areas
affected by surface operation.s had been installed. The markers consisted of
roof bolts painted with orange spray paint. The mine identif ication sign hras
not observable, however during the inspection IvIr. G^ren propped the sign up.
Thus NIOV 3 of 10 was terninaEed with the undersEanding thaE the mine
identif ication sign would need to be installed in a permanent fa.shion aE Ehe
entrance to the Bear Canyon minsite.

Partial abaEement action had been undertaken Eo abate NOV 5 of 10. Tbe
topsoil pile located between the sediment pond and the proposed baEhhouse pad
had been protected via a straw bale dyke around the perimeter of the pile.
However the topsoil stockpile locaEed southwest of Ehe coal stockpile pad area
had noE been properly protected. ApproximaLely 7 straw bales had been placed
in a l.ocation near Ehe base of Ehe Eopsoil however Ehese bales provided li ttle
if any protection Eo the stockpile. Additionally, ic was pointeci out to the
operator thaL the temporary work to divert Ehe undisturbed diversion which had
been dissecting the stockpile was not adequate to meet permanenE performance
standards. A-q a result of the partial abatement action NOV 5 of 10 was
extended to an abatement deadline of March 4, 1983.
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The work to remove the rocks, boulders, and other material placed in the
Bear Creek stream channel as a result of the construction activit ies
associated wiEh Ehe scale was deened adequate to abate NOV 6 of 10; this
violaEion was Eerminated.

The abaLsrenE action to address NOV 7 of 10 dealing with maintaining
sedimenL control measures to minimize erosion had not been undertaken by Ehe
operator. Of the 4 areas named in Ehe portion of the operaEion to which the
notice applies in NOV 7 of 10, only partial abatement action had been
undertaken in one area. A small berm had been installed above the downslope
frour Lhe fan and portal area as was noEed in the inspection of January 25,
1983. Since that inspection had been performed, mine water discharge had been
routed through Ehat berm onto the don^mslope further continuing Eo erode in the
ri lls that hrere present. As a result of the f ai lure by the operator to
address Ehe abatement work required a cessation order for failure Eo abaEe htas
issued. This was incl  uded in part  3 of  C83-5 - l -4.

The disturbed area diversion ditch which was the subjecE of NOV 9 of 10
had not been adequately addressed by the operator although some work had been
performed since Ehe inspection of January 25,1983. The area where disturbed
area tunoff was leaving Ehe diversion ditch had been addressed with earthen
material to increase the size of the berm. However, as was noted in Ehe
inspecEion of January 25, f983 a second area persisEed which would allow
disturbed area drainage Eo leave Ehe permit area untreated. Ttre operator &/as
advised that this diversion ditch needed to be mainEained to assure proper
depth and sizing allow design flow volumes to be safely conveyed to fully
abate Ehis NOV. Because of the partial abatemenE measures undertaken by the
operaEor this NOV was extended to an abateurent deadl.ine of March 4, 1983.

The diversions and inlets leading to Ehe catch basin located souchwest of
Ehe scalehouse which was Ehe subject of NOV f0 of f0 had been addressed in
part by the operaEor. The measures which were undertaken by the operator were
deemed as teurporary in nature and not adequaEe to meet performance sEandards
according to UMC regulations. A-s a result of the operators partial cmrpliance
the abatement deadline was extended to I'larch 4, 1983.

As was noEed previously, during this inspection mine water discharge rt/as
being conveyed into the undisturbed drainage channel which begins below Ehe
area adjacenE Eo the fan. IE was also noted EhaE the coal in Ehe bin above
the crushing faci l iEy had overf lowed the I imits of  the bin and f i l led port ions
of the undisturbed drainage channel,  contaminat ing i t  wi th coal  mater ial .
Addit ional ly,  i t  $/as noted that s igni f icanE amounts of  coal  f ines were present
in the undisLurbed drainage channel at l  adding to contaminat ion of  the
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undisturbed drainage channel. A^q a result NOV N83-5-2-2, #2 of 2 was issued
for failure to design, construct and maintain diversions in accordance toith
UMC 8L7.43, and failure Eo maintain sediment control measures so as to prevenE
conEribuEions of additional suspended solids to runoff outside the permit
area. Remedial action required cleaning all coal and other contaminates fron
Ehe ditch, preventing mine water effluenc frmr being conveyed in the ditch,
and submiEting cmrplete and adequaLe plans for consEruction and maintenance of
the undisturbed diversion to properly convey undisturbed drainage for Ehis
area. The plans shall include timetables for irrplenentation upon approval of
the plans bt the Division. The time for abatement was no later than l4arch 7,
1983 for al l  parts.

AddiEionally during the inspection i'Ir, lnlende]l Owen $ras requested Eo
provide the inspectors with the appropriate permits for the sepEic tank sewage
disposal system which had been partial ly installed. Mr. 0wen was unable to
provide ani permits to the inspbctors. 

- 
A.q a result NOV N83-5-2-2, #L of 2 was

issued for failure Eo conduct surface coal mine operaEions under permits
issued by the Division. The operator had partial ly installed septic tanks at
the southern end of the trailer house adjacenE to the Eruck scales and on Ehe
western side of Ebe proposed baEhhouse pad. BoEh of these systems wefe close
enough to Bear Creek , a perennial stream, and could cause fecal coliform
contamination problems. The remedial action, required no laEer Ehan March 7,
f 983, hras to submiC cmrpleEe and adequate plans to properly permit the sewage
treatment and disposal system for the Bear Canyon Mine. Additionally, the
operator was requested to cease any further consErucLion activity on the
sewage systems until plans are approved.

During the inspecEion it was noEed that Ehe diversion ditch which runs
roughly north and bouth along and below the eastern side of the coal scockpile
pad was in need of maintenance to assure thaE appropriate sizing was
maintained to convey' snoumrelt. The operator was advised of the need to
ma in ta in  th i s  d i t ch ,  , -  ,-r /"  ' )  I  '  /  ' i - ; "" ' ' i
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FIELD SPECIALIST
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cc: Joe Helfrich, DOG{
Tonr ELmect, 0S[4
Ev Hooper, DOQ',[
Dave Darby, DOS{
Ri ck Sunmers , D0C+,1
Wendel l CInren, Co-op Nlining Courpany

S ta t i s t i c s :

See Soldier Canyon Iuline memo, dated February 9 , 1983.


